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Welcome to 
Woodside
With tree lined pathways, 
beautiful gardens and stunning 
views, Woodside Crematorium 
is a memorable place to 
celebrate a life. 

Located in the West End of Paisley, 
Woodside has history and heritage 
going back to the 1800s. We have 
served generations and take pride in 
providing the local community with 
high quality services at their time of 
need. 

With a Heritage Trail showcasing burial 
sites of famous people including Dr 
James Kerr who was responsible for 
the town’s first clean water supply 
in 1838 and Sir William Arrol, a civil 
engineer contractor and builder of the 
Forth Bridge, it’s a memorable place to 
celebrate the life of a loved one. 



2

Woodside Chapel
Woodside Chapel has recently been 
refurbished and offers a bright, modern 
and spacious area for a service. It can 
be booked for both religious and non 
religious services and also for memorial 
services.

We have family friendly areas and 
disabled access throughout. The Chapel 
can comfortably seat up to 100 people* 
with additional standing space in our 
overflow room where you can view the 
service via the screens. Our waiting 
room is situated across from the Chapel, 
along with car parking and disabled 
parking bays. 

*Numbers may be restricted due Scottish Government 
Guidelines for public health reasons.
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Woodside Chapel is 
non-denominational 
and welcomes all.
For generations local families have 
gathered here to say a final farewell and 
found comfort walking in the beautiful 
grounds and gardens of remembrance.

Location

Parking

Committal

Woodside Chapel is 
located at the top of the 
hill. When you drive in to 
the grounds, keep to the 
left and follow the signs to 
the top of the hill.  

(See map)

There are car parking 
facilities outside of the 
Chapel for 60 vehicles. 
Should additional spaces 
be required you will be 
directed by our car parking 
attendant.

The committal will be 
signified by the coffin 
descending
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Martyrs Chapel
With its stunning arched entrance and 
modern, calm interior Martyr’s Chapel is 
the ideal setting for smaller, more intimate 
funeral services.

The seating within this peaceful venue can be 
arranged to suit your needs, with the space 
accommodating a maximum of 50 people.

Martyr’s Chapel has all the latest technology, 
giving families the option to live-stream the 
funeral service and welcome relatives and 
friends from around the world to gather to 
pay their final respects and celebrate a life.

With plenty of parking spaces and 
easily reached by public transport 
Martyr’s Chapel is an ideal location for a 
personalised funeral service.
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A modern funeral venue 
to say a final farewell

A stunning building, steeped in history, 
Martyrs Chapel underwent a major 
renovation in 2020 and is now an 
intimate and welcoming space for family 
and friends to gather to pay respects and 
celebrate a life. 

Gardens

Memorials

Accessibility

A peaceful place  
Woodside has scenic views,  
tree-lined pathways 
and three Gardens of 
Remembrance.

Create a fitting tribute to 
your loved one with a range 
of memorials including The 
Books of Remembrance, a 
rose bush, cloisters plaque 
or leaf on the Tree of 
Remembrance. 

Our venues are fully 
accessible with hearing 
loops, ramps, toilets and 
parking bays. Our staff 
are proud to be Dementia 
Friends.
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Cremation Services Provided 
Woodside Crematorium is committed to providing a lasting memory of a loved 
one while providing affordable options. Therefore we have a range of service 
times to suit your needs including: Saturday services with no supplement, 
reduced cost at both the start and the end of the day and also the opportunity 
to attend direct cremations. 

You can choose to have the ashes returned in one of our biodegradable 
ashes containers or have them scattered in our garden of remembrance. If 
you own a lair you can inter the ashes for a small additional fee.

Direct Cremation

A simple cremation can be organised which has no service in the Chapel and no 
mourners. 

Attended Direct Cremation

9am or 4.30pm Monday to Friday (short committal only) 
This service is similar to a Direct Cremation but allows for a small number of 
mourners to pay their respects. No clergy or celebrant will be in attendance and if 
you wish, the coffin can be in place for the mourners arriving. Your choice of music 
can also be played on arrival and on leaving the Chapel.  Please ask your funeral 
director for more information.
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Burial Services Provided 
Woodside Cemetery opened in 1845, 
to provide additional burial space in 
response to the needs of a rapidly 
growing local population. Woodside 
Cemetery was laid out to a design 
drawn up by Stewart Murray, curator 
of Glasgow Botanic Gardens.

Situated on a low hill-top position 
between Woodside House and 
Ferguslie House, the “garden 
cemetery” extended to just over 20 
acres and incorporated the recently 
built Martyr’s Church and the adjacent 
Covenanter Martyrs Memorial. 
Murray’s design was inspired by the 
earlier garden cemetery, The Glasgow 
Necropolis, which also took its 
inspiration from Pere Lachaise, the first 
hill-top garden cemetery, in Paris, laid 
out in 1804 by Alexandre-Theodore 
Brongiart.

New burial plots are available to 
purchase for the first time since 
1995, however availability is limited 
so please get in touch if you are 
interested to avoid disappointment.

If you have an existing grave and there 
is sufficient capacity then it is possible 
for a burial to be arranged.  It may be 
of interest to know that even when a 
grave is considered “full” for coffined 
burials, it may accommodate several 
burials of ashes.  Please contact 
the office if you require any further 
information or assistance.

Should you wish to install a headstone 
on the grave, an application giving 
full details of the proposed memorial 
together with a copy of the original 
title deeds to the grave should be 
submitted for approval.
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Services
Visual Tributes
We have recently installed our visual 
tributes system which allows for 
families to remember a loved one 
through their own personal photos, 
a piece of favourite music can 
accompany the images too. Options 
include single image or slideshows 
which are displayed on the screen 
during service.

Music
At Woodside we recognise that 
music is an extremely important 
part of the funeral service. We have 
an easy access music system which 
is specially designed for use in 
crematoriums which can provide 
almost any commercially available 
piece of music.  We reserve the 
right to refuse to play any song 
that we feel may cause offence to 
visitors and/or employees at our 
sole discretion. Furthermore, we will 
normally be able to get a requested 
piece of music added to our library 
within 72 hours notice (providing it is 
commercially available). Should you 
prefer, we have an organ available for 
your organist to play.

Service Recordings
For family and friends who cannot 
attend the service, or for comfort at a 
later date, a recording of the service 
and can be provided in video format 
for you to keep.

Webcasts
It is not always possible for friends 
and relatives to attend a funeral. For 
such instances a live viewing of the 
service can be made available which 
can be viewed by those invited. The 
webcast is also available for up to 
seven days after the service. Your 
funeral director can organise this 
by contacting us at least 48 hours in 
advance of the funeral.
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Our Grounds
Woodside Crematoria has beautiful grounds including three gardens: 
The Old Garden, The New Garden and The Woodland Garden. 

The New Garden

The New Garden can be found as you make your way past the Crematorium on 
the left-hand side. This walled Garden was created in the late 1970’s and is the 
most visited garden at Woodside. Here you will find the Cloisters which house 
the very popular Cloister Memorial Plaques and our memorial sanctum units. 
There are also memorial benches in the Cloisters should you wish to sit and 
spend some time in peaceful contemplation. Fresh cut flowers can be placed in 
the Garden and there are vases provided for your convenience.

The Old Garden

The Old Garden is immediately adjacent to the crematorium and is the original 
Garden of Remembrance. The Garden is open every day of the year and contains 
the open-air flower court where the floral tributes are placed daily following 
each cremation service.  There are several rose beds where fresh cut flowers can 
be placed and there are also a number benches should you wish to sit in quiet 
reflection.

The Woodland Garden

This Garden was opened in Autumn 2016 and can be accessed via a stairway 
in the New Garden.  This Woodland setting is a tranquil place for you to spend 
some time thinking of your loved ones. Fresh cut flowers can be placed in one 
of the many rose beds and there are benches should you wish to rest in this 
calming area.

Here you will also find a Memorial Sculpture dedicated to Baby and Infant Loss. 

Please do not place any personal items in the gardens. Any unauthorised items will be removed 
without warning or notice.
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Map Key
Main Roads
Parking
Disabled Parking
Gardens
Footpaths
Grounds



Families and mourners 
are requested to arrive at 
the crematorium no more 
than 20 minutes before 
the service to allow the 
previous funeral to vacate 
the grounds.

Woodside 
Crematoria 

Map
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Located in the West 
End of Paisley, 
Woodside offers a 
unique atmosphere 
and is steeped in 
local and national 
history. You are 
welcome to explore 
the monuments and 
to enjoy the gardens.
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